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Professional history of Jim Connor 

 
Jim Connor has been involved in community leadership for over fifty years. 
 
Early years were spent in local Chamber of Commerce management positions in Colorado and Ne-
braska. He accepted a position with the United States Chamber of Commerce in membership devel-
opment. His work involved board orientation and management training for local and state chambers 
in a seven state region. 
 
After some twenty five years in this field, Jim retired to Arvada, Colorado where he started a local 
weekly newspaper which he published for ten years. During his time in Arvada he was asked to 
serve on several community oriented boards and commissions. One of these was the Jefferson Coun-
ty Public Library Board of Trustees. 
 
As a member of this board, Jim became involved with the national library trustee association 
(ALTA) and accepted appointment as a regional vice-president for that group (volunteer). These du-
ties included travel within the eight-state region, visiting and working with local public libraries and 
their state library associations and state library staff. 
 
His background in training and advocacy led Jim to accept invitations to speak at state and national 
library association conferences. He was invited to join the Bill and Melinda Gates Advisory Team 
for the study of Rural and Small Libraries. The Trustee College was formed as a consulting organi-
zation, and Jim was dubbed the “Traveling Trustee” by some of his new friends in the library field. 
In 2005 Jim was awarded the Trustee Citation by ALTA which was presented at the ALA conven-
tion in Chicago. (Barack Obama was the speaker). 
 
Recent years activities include membership on the Board of Directors for the Association for Rural 
and Small Libraries, board member on the Hastings Public Library in Nebraska, and various com-
mittee appointments for library associations and groups. Over the years, Jim has visited over 400 
libraries in 39 states, presented programs at ALA, PLA, ARSL ,and 17 state library association con-
ferences while developing training workshops in policy development, strategic planning models, 
advocacy training, budget development and various other work programs for library boards and 
staff.. 
 
He has authored  several articles and publications on library management and advocacy. Jim lives in 
Hastings, Nebraska with his wife Sharon. They share seven grown children and boast about their 
“dozens” of Grands and greatgrands. Jim continues to enjoy contact with his many library friends 
through email and texting (taught by the grandkids)  
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